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What is a 
Neighborhood?



There’s no consensus  
about how to define  

a neighborhood





Self Contained

4,000 - 5,000 People

Institutions +  
Services

Stability

Street Hierarchy







Neighborhoods define human scale 
units for living



Course Overview and Objectives



Course Overview and Objectives

Learn techniques for analyzing the demographic, 
economic, physical, and social conditions that exist 
at the neighborhood scale

Analysis



Course Overview and Objectives

Storytelling

Focus on the craft of translating multiple sources of 
information into stories that can be used to inform 
decision making



Course Overview and Objectives

Dynamics

Learn to tell stories about the past, present, and 
future of neighborhoods



Course Overview and Objectives

Reproducible

Leverage digital tools to produce work that is 
reproducible, accessible, and accountable



Analysis Storytelling Dynamics Reproducible

Course Overview and Objectives



By the end of this course, we will…
• Become familiar with common sources of information used to describe 

neighborhoods and neighborhood characteristics 
• Learn how to use R, RStudio, and other digital tools to create reproducible 

analysis of neighborhood-level information 
• Learn how to use the information to tell compelling stories for deliberation and 

decision-making



What makes for effective analysis?
Thinking about neighborhoods, of course…



Course Format and Expectations neighborhood-analysis-f21.netlify.app

http://neighborhood-analysis-f21.netlify.app


Questions



Instructional Team



Elli’s turn to share…









My turn to share…



I grew up here



More specifically

Hyde Park - Kenwood

here



Hyde Park - Kenwood



Hyde Park - Kenwood



Hyde Park - Kenwood



Hyde Park - Kenwood



Hyde Park - Kenwood



Hyde Park - Kenwood



This is Chicago



This is Chicago



This is Chicago



This is Chicago



This is Chicago



This is Chicago





Who are you?
Where is home?
What do you do here?  
(degree / major, interests)
What was significant about a  
neighborhood you’ve lived in?
What do you hope to gain from  
our class?

Kevin A.
Briana B.
Nya C.
Natalie C.
Shwe C.
Jonathan C.
Anagha D.
Jonah F.
Camrin G.
Gaby H.

Qiushi H.
Colton J.
Anshita K.
Nishita K.
Kaung N.
Christopher K.
Celina K.
Andrew K.
Siddhesh K.
Gaargi K.



Getting Set Up
• Complete the course introductory survey 
• Familiarize yourself with the course website 
• Follow instructions to download and install R and RStudio 
• Follow instructions to get set up with GitHub and register your account



Thursday
We’ll explore the qualities which make 
some neighborhoods more successful



Reflect
What is a neighborhood?  

How should neighborhoods be defined?  

Why might neighborhoods be important 
units of analysis in city planning?

What characteristics make a place great?


